Good MLO bring. Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment. Higher education is a key component to to the future growth (economic, social and environmental) to Australia and it is critical that we can produce the greatest thinkers. To that end, I believe that initial degrees should be free, or nearly free, in order to maximise participation, and open opportunities for all. Whilst this may be expensive, I believe that the ROi on a national scale would be neutral or positive. Nonetheless, offset this, perhaps second and subsequent studies (other than those necessary as base qualification such as Medicine which is a secondary degree) should have higher student contributions. This would free spaces for undergraduate places (less second degree participants) as well as driving work participation and avoid ‘professional students’. Research projects should be similarly linked to those that promote social development and cohesion, economic or environmental growth or can otherwise be shown to have a significant return on the investment, weighted toward national rather than individual outcomes.
