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How to use this paper

The Expert Panel for the Review to Inform a Better

t 1 a1l and Fairer Education System wrote this paper.

The Panel We call them the Panel.

The Panel is a group of experts who are making sure

education works well across Australia.

When you see the word ‘we’, it means the Panel.

We wrote this information in an easy to read way.

We use pictures to explain some ideas.
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Bold

Not bold

Word list
D —

We wrote some important words in bold.

This means the letters are thicker and darker.

We explain what these bold words mean.

There is a list of these words on page 38.

This is an Easy Read summary of another paper.

This means it only includes the most important ideas.

You can find the other paper on our website.

www.education.gov.au/review-inform-better-

and-fairer-education-system

You can ask for help to read this paper.

A friend, family member or support person

may be able to help you.
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About this paper

The education system is an important part of making

0 sure Australia is a good place to live.

The education system is made of different parts that

work together to teach students.

For example, it includes teachers and schools.

When people have a good education, it supports them to:
¢ live agood life

e take partin the community.

Soit’s important that the education system is fair

and supports everyone.

We want to know what the community thinks about

O the education system.
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This includes:

e whatissues there are

e what needs to improve.

We will help guide the next National School Reform

Agreement (NSRA).

The NSRA is an agreement between the:

F e Australian Government

A8 Noanfl AR and

e state and territory governments.

T[é The NSRA explains what governments can do to make
the education system better.

We want the next NSRA to support children and

' ‘ young people to do as well as they can at school.
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How to tell us what you think

We will share ideas about how to make the

education system better.

We will share ideas in 5 key areas.

In this paper, we explain:

e ourideas for the NSRA

e the 5 key areas.

We also ask you some questions.

You can answer:

¢ all our questions

TS

e some of our questions.

&
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You can also share other ideas you think are important.

You can fill out this paper and email it.

NSRA.submissions@education.gov.au
— J
fa)
'} If you want to keep your name private, you need to

=8

include this in your email.

Or you can fill out a survey on the

Australian Government website.

submit.dese.gov.au/jfe/form/

—

SV eXKQ2yndé6ydfzQa
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2 August You will need to share what you think before 11:59 pm

2023 (@) on 2 August 2023.

You can find more information on how to share what

fairer-education-system/consultations/review-inform-

you think on this website.
00@
www.education.gov.au/review-inform-better-and-

better-and-fairer-education-system-consultation
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Improving how well students do at school

Q Some students face challenges that stop them from

.n' doing as well as they could at school.

These students include:

e First Nations children and young people

¢ children and young people with disability

e children and young people who live very far

away from cities and towns.
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This includes children and young people with parents

or carers who:

e have low levels of education

<

e didn't finish school.

It also includes children and young people who have

other things in their life that affect how they learn.

The next NSRA will focus on actions that:

¢ reduce how these challenges affect students

G
2

e improve how well students do at school.
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We want to know the best ways to support

students who:

e are behind when they start school

.ﬁ' ¢ have fallen behind in school

Q e are atrisk of falling behind in school.

Risk

The next NSRA will also aim to provide extra support

for students who need it.
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Questions for you

What should the NSRA focus on to measure how well

@ students in Australia are doing?

O

How well students are doing once they have completed their schooling. @

Education is more than academic results and cognitive growth.

Should the NSRA only focus on how well students do

in tests?

Or should it focus on other things as well?

It's hard to believe this is a serious question. Tests are a point in time test of @

knowledge, understanding and perhaps memory, as such they can be
heavily influenced and often not reflective of capacity.

Test are likely to be very uncommon in life beyond school, how are they
preparing students for life beyond school. While they may be necessary to
show application of knowledge they are not the be all and end all. The are
particularly useful when they provide feedback that enables improvement

- D Pagei13of39



=

é What should the next NSRA aim to achieve?
@

|

NSRA should embed itself in schools and reconnect with reality, ignore ( @]

major political policies, bust state education facilities and create a national
education system.

This could start with national qualifications for teachers and one
matriculation system for the country rather than the university driven ATAR
being our bench mark.

Should the NSRA have different goals for students in:

e primary schools?

e secondary schools?

If you think ‘Yes’, how should they be different?

to find eudaimonia.

All educational goals should aim at helping young people develop the skills @

- D Pagel4of39



@ How should the NSRA change the way we measure
o

how well students are doing?

Does the NSRA need any new ways to measure this?

Scrap the unofficial league tables created by NAPLAN and the ATAR. We @

should be looking at ways of developing micro credentialling that is
differentiated and allows students to achieve their potential.

What can the education system do to improve

how well students do at school?

.n"_ This includes the students who are most at risk

of falling behind at school.

Improve the status of teachers in the community, increase teacher education @

and time, so that meaningful relationships and experiential learning can
develop.

Get politicians who know very little about education to be humble and not
influence education to their perception.
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O O Should the education system have different ways

to support different students?

If you think so, what do different students need?

Yes, however, differentiation has to be different to what we see now. @
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Improving student mental health and wellbeing

When students have support to take part in school,

they have a better chance of doing well at school.

This includes when students get support to have:

e good wellbeing

e good mental health.

Your mental health is about how you:
@ e think and feel about yourself
& e deal with things in your life
e manage your feelings.

%0
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But research shows the wellbeing of students

is getting worse.

There are different groups working on ways to support

the mental health and wellbeing of students.

These groups are part of the education system.

But this work doesn’t always work well for:
e students

e schools.

There is also not enough support for teachers to help

students with their wellbeing.

For example, there is not enough training that helps

teachers share information about wellbeing supports

- )  Page18of3g



Things outside of school can often cause issues with

mental health and wellbeing.

This makes it harder for teachers to support students.

The next NSRA should focus on ways to help mental

health and wellbeing get better for all students.

This will support students to do better at school.

The next NSRA should also focus on ways to make

supports work well across the education system.

This will help improve the wellbeing of students.

And help to stop things that affect the mental health

and wellbeing of students.
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Questions for you

How can we tell when a school does a good job of

supporting the mental health and wellbeing of students?

There is a genuine issue with this question. @

How many teachers are qualified and trained in mental health and well being
support?

We keep on asking our teachers to be a panacea for the woes of society.
This is an increasingly impossible task, especially as parents often live
vicariously and make unfathomable attributions for their children.
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What actions in the NSRA will support this?

For example, what do we need from:

e schools?

e the education system?
% e governments?

e the community?

&
=
@

Schools can not be asked to do more than they are without radical
reformation of the system.

Governmental change is critical, abolishment of inefficient, anachronistic,
bureacratic and self serving state education departments is essential.

Schools must have autonomy and the capacity to enforce community codes
of conduct. Community must abide by codes of conduct and ensure they do
not externally attribute behaviour that should be owned by individuals.
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Should we ask students about their experiences to

7 understand their safety and wellbeing at school?
y )\ \}‘ How would this help us?
£ -
Yes, of course, there must be awareness of perception filters as this @
happens.
Should we add these questions to other surveys we
———— already do?

For example, NAPLAN.

This is a test that students do each year to work out

their level of learning.

&
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Do school leaders and teachers have the right skills
to support students who are struggling with their

mental health and wellbeing?

No, they don't and it is akin to asking does a mechanic have the capacity do @

to open heart surgery.

The teachers that do have the skills are often so time poor that the students
who need their time can't access it.

-

N How can we tell when teachers and school leaders

do this well?

,," \

i

"a ’:-‘b‘
&

Schools which have great relationships between all members of the & él[

community are often helping each other and cohesive.
Schools that focus on values education often have less mental health and

well being issues.
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F ® What can governments do to help schools and

HH I I organisations work together to support student wellbeing?

Government should be asking questions, not making statements. They @

should show agillity and support and allow for autonomy.

How can governments support schools and teachers

to help students?

For example, helping students find services outside

of school without giving teachers more work to do.

Time, resources, support, community recognition, permission for autonomy. @

Reallocation of resources from bureaucrats to the frontline.
Demolishing anachronistic interstate rivallry
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Supporting teachers

It's important to have good teachers to help students

do as well as they can at school.

Good teachers are also important for supporting

students who are the most at risk of falling behind.

But it's hard to get enough teachers across schools

in Australia.

This happens when there are more children and

young people who need to go to school.

But it also happens when not enough people

become teachers.
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The job that teachers do has become harder over

the years.

And some teachers need more support to keep them

in their job.

It's also been harder for some schools to find teachers

with the skills they need.

For example, schools very far away from cities and towns.

Q o8 And it's been harder for schools to find more teachers

7 who come from different backgrounds.

There are many different ways to support people

to become teachers.

They might include:
changing how people become teachers
giving more support to teachers

making it easier for teachers to work

in different places.
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Questions for you

— ~ What would support:

; |
N .‘_,
.IP--

e people to become teachers?

"(
m, ~ e teachers to stay in their job?

Community recognition @]

Value of the profession

Renumeration that is enticing

Autonomy

Community codes of conduct and very appropriate controls around
disruptive behaviour from all stakeholders

We MUST get more men teaching, our profession is 80% female this sends
a repeated subconscious message to young men that education, particularly
primary education is not worth men doing.

Stop senseless wokeism

7 What can we change so schools that need more

® support can keep good teachers?

Stop the need for external validation @]

Introduce a national education system, that enables teachers to move
nationally without re-registration and learning new curriculums. Eg. 193
teaching vacancies in QLD a teacher from SA may want to go there.
Different registration board, different curriculum, different matriculation.
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E% Should good teachers get more chances to work in
e other teaching roles?
" 4

How do we make sure good teachers have the right

skills for these roles?

Yes, but teachers have to have control of their own careers. Again our small @]
population means we struggle with critical mass for many skill development
courses, this coupled with the fact that every state is different and run by it's
own ineffective, expensive and self serving bureaucracy.

S N Some jobs have a national list of everyone who works

in that job.

E— Would this be a good idea for teachers?

g = S—

If you think ‘Yes’, how would this help?

Yes, @]

We need national registration, it allows teachers to work where there is need
and where there renumeration that is attractive.
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Collecting more data

Collecting and sharing data helps make sure that
governments support students to do as well as they

can at school.

When we talk about data, we mean:

@ e facts
e e information

e records.

@ This includes data that explains:
e what's working in the education system

e what’s not working in the education system.

Without this data it's harder to know what needs
F to change to support students at school.

For example, changing government plans.
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Lots of groups collect data about students.

But it’s not always easy to find and use.

o

The next NSRA should find out how to improve how

the education system:

e collects data

e shares data.

This means making sure that data includes

important information.

This also includes using data to understand how

government plans affect how well students do

at school.

i @ @E

And how governments can use this information

in new plans.
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Questions for you

i
a “ \' What data is most important to you?

How students are doing 7 years after leaving school. Have they found
purpose, are they achieveing eudaimonia.

How easy is it for you to:
¢ find and use this data?

e understand this data?

It is impossible
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What data do we need to start collecting that's

important to understand education in Australia?

Y

How students are doing 7 years after leaving school. Have they found @

purpose, are they achieveing eudaimonia.

If they have, they will be contributing to our society in a manner helps all and
is indeed self fulfilling.

Why is this data important?

please see above @
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F @ How should the next NSRA share information about

[ il

what governments are doing?

7~

Not through the media, it should share it directly with teachers, but given

there is no national register this presents a problem.

&
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Sharing information about funding

L®
lnnnf{ff

Sharing information about funding is important in

building the community’s trust.

Funding is money from the government that pays for

services and supports in schools.

This includes information about how funding affects

how well students do at school.

And how schools get funding for students who need

more support.

Sharing this information will support the community

to understand:

e how governments decide how much funding

schools get
e what schools use the funding for

e how funding supports students to do well

at school.
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The next NSRA will help to change the education system.

And it will help students do well at school.

The NSRA can do this by making sure:

e schools tell the community about how they use

funding to support students

e governments share information with each other

about how funding helps students do well

e governments share information about how they

choose what funding schools will get.
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Questions for you

Are there other actions about funding we've missed?

Open honesty about the amazing service independent education does for @

Australia, the education system would collapse without independent
schools.

The silent taxation on parents in this sector, the cost of facility development
and renewal and they huge amount of development and growth would be
borne by the government and it would simply not be feasible. So step up
and own it.

How can governments use data to better achieve

their goals?

Firstly make sure it is the right data @

Then there must be acknowledgement around the cultural perceptions in
education. When we compare international data this is often forgotten or
wilfully ignored.
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What other information would you like to know about

funding for schools?

&
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Word list

This list explains what the bold words in this document mean.

Data
@ When we talk about data, we mean:
e facts
—_—d
e v e information
e records.

Education system

The education system is made of different parts that

work together to teach students.

For example, it includes teachers and schools.

@ Funding
F Funding is money from the government that pays for

HH "|'||'|ﬂ" services and supports in schools.

Mental health

Your mental health is about how you:

O
o
¢ think and feel about yourself
@ @ e deal with things in your life
e manage your feelings.
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Contact us

| —
You can call us.
1300 566 046
—
You can send us an email.
@ NSRA.submissions@education.gov.au
G e y

You can write to us.

0 Department of Education

GPO Box 9880
Canberra ACT 2601

Australia

You can visit our website.

www.education.gov.au/review-inform-better-

l’k and-fairer-education-system

The Information Access Group created this Easy Read document using
stock photography and custom images. The images may not be reused

without permission. For any enquiries about the images, please visit

www.informationaccessgroup.com. Quote job number 5295.
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	What should the NSRA focus on to measure how well students in Australia are doing?: How well students are doing once they have completed their schooling.  Education is more than academic results and cognitive growth. 
	Should the NSRA only focus on how well students do in tests, or should it focus on other things as well?: It's hard to believe this is a serious question.  Tests are a point in time test of knowledge, understanding and perhaps memory, as such they can be heavily influenced and often not reflective of capacity.



Test are likely to be very uncommon in life beyond school, how are they preparing students for life beyond school.  While they may be necessary to show application of knowledge they are not the be all and end all.  The are particularly useful when they provide feedback that enables improvement 
	What should the next NSRA aim to achieve?: NSRA should embed itself in schools and reconnect with reality, ignore major political policies, bust state education facilities and create a national education system.



This could start with national qualifications for teachers and one matriculation system for the country rather than the university driven ATAR being our bench mark. 
	Should the NSRA have different goals for students in primary schools and secondary schools, and how should they be different?: All educational goals should aim at helping young people develop the skills to find eudaimonia.
	What can the education system do to improve how well students do at school?: Improve the status of teachers in the community, increase teacher education and time, so that meaningful relationships and experiential learning can develop.

Get politicians who know very little about education to be humble and not influence education to their perception. 
	Should the education system have different ways to support different students, and what do different students need?: Yes, however, differentiation has to be different to what we see now. 
	How can we tell when a school does a good job of supporting the mental health and wellbeing of students?: There is a genuine issue with this question.  



How many teachers are qualified and trained in mental health and well being support? 



We keep on asking our teachers to be a panacea for the woes of society.  This is an increasingly impossible task, especially as parents often live vicariously and make unfathomable attributions for their children.
	What actions in the NSRA will support this?: Schools can not be asked to do more than they are without radical reformation of the system.



Governmental change is critical, abolishment of inefficient, anachronistic, bureacratic and self serving state education departments is essential.  



Schools must have autonomy and the capacity to enforce community codes of conduct.  Community must abide by codes of conduct and ensure they do not externally attribute behaviour that should be owned by individuals. 
	Should we ask students about their experiences to understand their safety and wellbeing at school, and how would this help us?: Yes, of course, there must be awareness of perception filters as this happens. 
	Should we add these questions to other surveys we already do?: 
	Do school leaders and teachers have the right skills to support students who are struggling with their mental health and wellbeing?: No, they don't and it is akin to asking does a mechanic have the capacity do to open heart surgery.  



The teachers that do have the skills are often so time poor that the students who need their time can't access it. 
	How can we tell when teachers and school leaders do this well?: Schools which have great relationships between all members of the community are often helping each other and cohesive.

Schools that focus on values education often have less mental health and well being issues. 
	What can governments do to help schools and organisations work together to support student wellbeing?: Government should be asking questions, not making statements.  They  should show agillity and support and allow  for autonomy. 
	How can governments support schools and teachers to help students?: Time, resources, support, community recognition, permission for autonomy.  Reallocation of resources from bureaucrats to the frontline.

Demolishing anachronistic interstate rivallry
	What would support people to become teachers, and support teachers to stay in their job?: Community recognition

Value of the profession

Renumeration that is enticing

Autonomy

Community codes of conduct and very appropriate controls around disruptive behaviour from all stakeholders

We MUST get more men teaching, our profession is 80% female this sends a repeated subconscious message to young men that education, particularly primary education is not worth men doing.  

Stop senseless wokeism 
	What can we change so schools that need more support can keep good teachers?: Stop the need for external validation

Introduce a national education system, that enables teachers to move nationally without re-registration and learning new curriculums.  Eg.  193 teaching vacancies in QLD a teacher from SA may want to go there.  Different registration board, different curriculum, different matriculation.  


	Should good teachers get more chances to work in othe rteaching roles, and how do we make sure they have the right skills for these roles?: Yes, but teachers have to have control of their own careers.  Again our small population means we struggle with critical mass for many skill development courses, this coupled with the fact that every state is different and run by it's own ineffective, expensive and self serving bureaucracy. 
	Some jobs have a national list of everyone who works in that job, would this be a good idea for teachers, and how would this help?: Yes, 

We need national registration, it allows teachers to work where there is need and where there renumeration that is attractive. 
	What data is most important to you?: How students are doing 7 years after leaving school.  Have they found purpose, are they achieveing eudaimonia.
	How easy is it for you to find, use and understand this data?: It is impossible
	What data do we need to start collecting that's important to understand education in Australia?: How students are doing 7 years after leaving school.  Have they found purpose, are they achieveing eudaimonia.



If they have, they will be contributing to our society in a manner helps all and is indeed self fulfilling. 
	Why is this data important?: please see above
	How should the next NSRA share information about what governments are doing?: Not through the media, it should share it directly with teachers, but given there is no national register this presents a problem. 
	Are there other actions about funding we've missed?: Open honesty about the amazing service independent education does for Australia,  the education system would collapse without independent schools.  



The silent taxation on parents in this sector, the cost of facility development and renewal and they huge amount of development and growth would be borne by the government and it would simply not be feasible.  So step up and own it.  



Our current system effectively acts in a punitive manner against those who work hard and are prepared to engage in a private education. 
	How can governments use data to better achieve their goals?: Firstly make sure it is the right data

Then there must be acknowledgement around the cultural perceptions in education.   When we compare international data this is often forgotten or wilfully ignored. 


	How should the NSRA change the way we measure how well students are doing, and does the NSRA need any new ways to measure this?: Scrap the unofficial league tables created by NAPLAN and the ATAR.  We should be looking at ways of developing micro credentialling that is differentiated and allows students to achieve their potential. 




	What other information would you like to know about funding for schools?: 


