Executive Summary

e The Interim Report, while comprehensive in many aspects, appears to overlook the
challenges faced by Australia's Muslim community, particularly regarding the interest-bearing
nature of the HELP loans, which is in conflict with Islamic principles.

e It'simperative to understand the gravity of this concern as it hampers the opportunities for a
significant portion of Australian residents — over 800,000 Muslims — from pursuing tertiary
education without compromising their religious beliefs.

e Measures of success should not solely focus on financial outcomes and broader accessibility
but should also encapsulate the cultural inclusiveness and adaptability of the education
system to cater to all Australians, regardless of their cultural or religious background.

Concerns of the Muslim Community on HELP Loans

1. Reflections on the Interim Report

Neglect of a Significant Concern: The ‘Australian Universities Accord’ Interim Report, although in-
depth, fails to address the concerns faced by a major chunk of the Australian population. The
interest-bearing nature of the HELP loan, which aligns with inflation rates, stands contrary to
Muslims belief system. It's not just an economic concern but a deeply rooted religious and moral one
for Muslims.

Representation of Diverse Populations: While the report touches upon various aspects of the
tertiary education sector, it seems to miss out on understanding the diverse needs and concerns of
Australia’s multicultural populace, particularly those that pertain to religious beliefs.

Equity and Access to Education: Access to higher education is a fundamental right. By not addressing
the concerns of Muslims, we are inadvertently placing barriers to this access for a considerable
portion of the community.

2. Areas of Substantive Agreement and Disagreement

Agreement on Broader Accessibility: The aim of the Accord to make tertiary education more
accessible aligns with the interests of all Australians, including the Muslim community. It is a
commendable initiative that promises broader socio-economic benefits.

Disagreement on Loan Structure: While the HELP loan system is designed to be student-friendly, its
structure doesn't consider religious constraints faced by certain communities. There’s an inherent
need to reform this system to make it more inclusive.



3. Measures of Success

Cultural Inclusiveness Index: Beyond the usual metrics of financial feasibility and accessibility, it's
essential to introduce a Cultural Inclusiveness Index. This would gauge how well the tertiary
education system caters to the diverse needs of all Australians, irrespective of their background.

Tracking Religious Constraints: An ongoing survey or feedback system that tracks issues related to
religious constraints, like the ones faced by Muslims, will be instrumental. This will help in identifying
barriers and formulating strategies to address them.

University Enrolment Diversity Ratio: This measure would track the diversity of university
enrolments year-on-year. A consistent growth in this ratio will indicate the success of the
recommendations made by the Accord.

Muslims have contributed greatly to building the foundations of modern-day sciences from
mathematics to optics and medicine. Muslims have also contributed to the building of Australia as a
nation. It is vital to understand that for the Muslim community, the challenge isn't just about
affording tertiary education. It's about being able to do so without compromising deeply held
religious beliefs. Addressing this concern not only upholds the principles of equity and inclusiveness,
the very core of Australian values, but also paves the way for a more diverse, educated, and
harmonious Australia.



