
2019 Higher Education Statistics. Comparison data - 2018.
There were 1,609,798 students in 2019, an increase of 3.0% since 2018.

Course level
Undergraduate, enabling and non-award students accounted for 69.8% of all students. The number of undergraduate, enabling and 
non-award students increased by 1.6% compared with 2018.

Postgraduate students accounted for 30.2% of all students. The number of postgraduate students increased by 6.6% compared 
with 2018.

Domestic/International
• Domestic students made up 67.6% of all students. Domestic student numbers increased by 0.5% compared with 2018
• Overseas students made up 32.4% of all students. Overseas student numbers increased by 8.7% compared with 2018.

Commencing/non-commencing
• Commencing students accounted for 40.1% of all students. Commencing student numbers increased 2.1% compared with 

2018.
• Continuing students accounted for 59.9% of all students. Continuing student numbers increased by 3.6% compared with 2018.

Institution Type
• The number of students at Public Institutions increased by 2.6% compared with 2018 and accounted for 89.8% of all students.
• The number of students at Private Institutions increased by 7.0% compared with 2018 and accounted for 10.2% of all students.

Type of attendance
• 71.7% of students studied full-time in 2019. The number of full-time students increased by 3.1% between 2018 and 2019.
• 28.3% of students studied part-time in 2019. The number of part-time students increased by 2.8% between 2018 and 2019.

Student diversity
• Students from low SES backgrounds comprised 17.6% of domestic onshore students in 2019. The number of low SES students 

increased by 0.7% between 2018 and 2019.
• Indigenous students comprised 2.0% of all 2019 domestic onshore students. The number of Indigenous students increased by 

5.5% between 2018 and 2019.
• 55.6% of students in 2019 were female (with the number of females increasing by 3.2% compared with 2018).
• Students from regional areas comprised 18.9% of domestic onshore students in 2019. The number of regional students in-

creased by 0.3% between 2018 and 2019.


