
Resources and links 
Family-School Partnerships Framework 

  

Parent engagement 

Capacity Building Series: Parent Engagement 

Ontario Ministry of Education, Canada, 2012 
Ideas to engage school leaders and teachers in collaborative professional inquiry and work 
towards the development of authentic family-school partnerships. 
 

Harvard Family Research Project  

Harvard Graduate School of Education 
Note: the Harvard Family Research Project separated from the Harvard Graduate School of 
Education to become the Global Family Research Project in January 2017. The new website is 
a useful resource for school leaders and engagement/partnership practitioners. 
 

Parent Engagement in Children’s Education 

Family-School & Community Partnerships Bureau, 2011 
Provides an overview of parent engagement and guidance on strategies. 
 
Parent Engagement in Children’s Learning  

Australian Government Department of Education and Training 
Information for families about the benefits of engagement, what they can do to support their 
children’s learning and wellbeing, and useful links to other websites. 
 

Parent Engagement Research Abstracts  

Family-School & Community Partnerships Bureau, 2011 
Summary of influential international and Australian literature reviews and research relating to 
minority and vulnerable groups, fathers, primary and secondary students, school leadership, 
teachers and parents. 
 

Parental engagement in learning and schooling: Lessons from research 

Family-School & Community Partnerships Bureau: Canberra, 2012 
A review of the evidence on parent involvement and engagement in home and school settings, 
and approaches which have the most influence and impact on student outcomes. 

Family–School and Community Partnerships 

Conversations, Relationships, Partnerships: A Resource for School Staff  

What Works, 2009 
Explores the fundamentals for improving learning outcomes for Indigenous students and how 
school-community partnerships can be developed. 
 

FACES: Family & Community Engagement in Schools Welcome Review 

Australian Council of State School Organisations, 2015 
A tool to help schools assess how welcoming their physical environment, interpersonal actions 
and communication processes are for family and community members. 
 
 

 

 

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/literacynumeracy/inspire/research/CBS_parentEngage.pdf
http://www.hfrp.org/family-involvement
http://www.hfrp.org/family-involvement
https://globalfrp.org/?utm_source=Global+Family+Research+Project+&utm_campaign=Harvard+Family+Research+Project+has+become+Global+Family+Research+Project&utm_medium=email
http://austparents.edu.au/2014/wp-content/uploads/parent-engagement-in-childrens-education.pdf
https://education.gov.au/parent-engagement-children-s-learning
https://austparents.edu.au/2014/wp-content/uploads/parent-engagement-research-abstracts.pdf
https://austparents.edu.au/2014/wp-content/uploads/parent-engagement-research-abstracts.pdf
http://www.aracy.org.au/publications-resources/area?command=record&id=10
http://www.whatworks.edu.au/upload/1251420821313_file_Conversationsschoolstaff.pdf
http://www.acsso.org.au/files/8314/5335/3270/FACE.pdf
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Family-School Partnerships Framework 

Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations, 2008 
The original Family-School Partnerships Framework was developed as a resource for school 
communities. The key elements of the Framework have been updated to reflect current 
research on parent engagement and partnerships. 
 
Guiding Principles for School-Business Relationships  

Australian Government Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations, 2012 
The guiding principles for school-business relationships highlight features that contribute to 
effective and sustainable school-business relationships. 
 
Leading and Developing Parental Engagement: A Tool to Help You Audit and Improve 
Your Practice  

National College for School Leadership, UK, 2012 
A tool to help schools and early childhood services audit their engagement practice and 
prioritise new action to achieve their engagement goals. 
 

Leading Family School Partnerships  

Catholic Education Office Melbourne, 2014 
A resource for school leaders to promote understanding and strengthen the role of school 
leadership in facilitating effective family, school and community partnerships. 
 

Learning Together: Engaging Parents and Families in School Learning  

Catholic Education Office Melbourne, 2013 
Guidelines, reflective questions and activities for school leaders and staff to support 
engagement and partnership capacity building. 
 

Opening the School Gate: Engaging Migrant and Refugee Families 

Centre for Multicultural Youth, 2015 
Strategies for schools to encourage and support migrant and refugee families to fully participate 
in the educational experiences of their school children. 
 

Parent and Community Engagement Framework  

Queensland Department of Education and Training, 2014 
A framework outlining what schools can do to strengthen student learning outcomes through 
effective partnerships between principals, teachers, students, parents and the community.  
 
Parents and Teachers: Working Together to Foster Children’s Learning 

Queensland College of Teachers, 2014 
Research exploring the features of effective collaboration and strategies to help teachers and 
parents build relationships - linked to the Australian Professional Standards for Teachers. 
 
Parent Engagement in Action Resource 

Catholic Education Office Melbourne, 2013 
A guide and toolkit to support school leaders and teachers to look at what they are doing well 
and where they can improve. 
 

Partners in Education: A Dual Capacity-Building Framework for Family-School 
Partnerships  

SEDL in collaboration with the U.S. Department of Education, 2013 
A framework designed to support capacity building among educators and families to partner 
around student learning and success. 

http://www.familyschool.org.au/files/3013/8451/8364/Family-school_partnerships_framework.pdf
http://docs.education.gov.au/node/32511
http://docs.education.gov.au/node/32511
http://dera.ioe.ac.uk/10430/1/download%3Fid%3D153641%26filename%3Dleading-and-developing-parental-engagement-improving-your-own-practice.pdf
http://dera.ioe.ac.uk/10430/1/download%3Fid%3D153641%26filename%3Dleading-and-developing-parental-engagement-improving-your-own-practice.pdf
http://cem.edu.au/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=19746
http://www.cem.edu.au/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=16248
http://www.cmy.net.au/sites/default/files/publication-documents/Opening%20the%20School%20Gate_Victorian%20Schools_2016.pdf
http://education.qld.gov.au/schools/parent-community-engagement-framework/
http://qct.edu.au/pdf/Research%20Periodicals/QCTResearchDigest2014-10.pdf
http://www.cem.edu.au/learning-teaching/parents-as-partners/
http://www.cem.edu.au/learning-teaching/parents-as-partners/
http://www.sedl.org/pubs/framework/
http://www.sedl.org/pubs/framework/
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Schools and Families in Partnership: A Desktop Guide to Engaging Families from 
Refugee Backgrounds in their Children’s Learning  

Victorian Foundation for Survivors of Torture, Centre for Multicultural Youth and Department of 
Education, Victoria, 2015. 
A guide to promote successful partnership practices with families from refugee backgrounds 
and enhance access to their children’s learning. 
 
Strengthening Family and Community Engagement in Student Learning Resource  

Australian Government Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations, 2011 
Information to assist school communities to strengthen family and community engagement in 
student learning and school life - linked to the original Family-School Partnerships Framework. 
 
Teachers and families working together 

Association for Children with a Disability 
Resources, videos and case studies to help schools and families develop positive partnerships 
in support of children with disability.  

Connecting learning at home and school 

Australian Curriculum: Parent Section 

Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority 
Australian Curriculum information and resources for families and carers.  
 
Connecting Learning at Home 

Victorian Department of Education and Training 
Strategies, case studies and tools to assist schools to build and extend their family and 
community engagement practices. 
 

Connecting Learning at Home and at School: 74 ways for Families to Become Partners in 
Learning 

Victorian Department of Education and Early Childhood Development, 2012 
Ideas to assist families to partner with schools to support their child’s learning. 
 

Engaging with Families of Children with Disability  

ACT Education and Training Directorate, 2015 
Tips for schools and families to build mutual understanding of the Disability Standards for 
Education and strengthen family-school relationships to better support students with disability. 
 

Family-led Learning – Engaging the Whole Family  

ACT Education and Training Directorate, 2014  
Strategies to support home-based or ‘family-led’ learning. 
 
Growing Up Our Way: Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Child Rearing Practices 
Matrix 

Secretariat of National Aboriginal and Islander Child Care, 2011 
A matrix of traditional and contemporary child reading practices among a range of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander families and communities. 
 

How Can Parents and Families Positively Engage in Boarder Learning and Schooling?  

Boarding Australia and the Australian Parents Council, 2016 
‘Frequently asked questions’ for parents, families, boarding and school staff outlines how to 
support student learning and wellbeing at boarding school through parent and family 
engagement.  

http://www.foundationhouse.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/SCHOOLS_FAMILIES_PARTNERSHIP_DESKTOP-GUIDE_ONLINE1.pdf
http://www.foundationhouse.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/SCHOOLS_FAMILIES_PARTNERSHIP_DESKTOP-GUIDE_ONLINE1.pdf
http://www.partners4learning.edu.au/_uploads/_ckpg/files/Attachment%205_Strengthening%20family%20and%20community%20engagement%20in%20student%20learning%20resource.pdf
http://acd.org.au/teachers-families-working-together/
http://acd.org.au/teachers-families-working-together/
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/resources-and-support/parent-information/introduction
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/principals/management/Pages/familypartnerconnecting.aspx
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/about/programs/partnerships/ts10helpchild.pdf
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/about/programs/partnerships/ts10helpchild.pdf
http://www.education.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/807434/150897-Engaging-with-families-with-children-with-disabilities_rev2.pdf
http://www.education.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/807436/150897-PF-Family-led-learning-engaging-the-whole-family.pdf
http://www.snaicc.org.au/growing-up-our-way-aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-child-rearing-practices-matrix-2011-snaicc/
http://www.snaicc.org.au/growing-up-our-way-aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-child-rearing-practices-matrix-2011-snaicc/
http://www.boardingaustralia.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/bsk-pdf-manager/Parent_and_Family_Engagement_FAQ_11.pdf
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Learning Potential   

Australian Government Department of Education and Training 
The Learning Potential mobile app and website provides parents with general tips and ideas 
about supporting their child’s learning from high chair to high school. 
 
Learning Potential Resources 

Australian Government Department of Education and Training 
The Learning Potential Resources website provides information and activities for parents of 
primary school children to support classroom learning. 
 
Partners in Preschool  

ACT Education and Training Directorate, 2015 
Information sheet about how parents can engage in their children’s learning at home and 
preschool, and be involved in a preschool service.  
 
Recognising the Role of the Family: Children with Additional Needs  

Victorian Department of Education and Early Childhood Development, 2012 
Ideas about what school leadership and teachers can do to support families whose children 
have additional learning needs. 
 

Student Wellbeing Hub 

Australian Government Department of Education and Training 
Resources to help create learning communities that promote student wellbeing and the 
development of respectful relationships. 
 
Supporting Children’s Learning at Home 

ACT Education and Training Directorate, 2014 
Information for schools about supporting parents involvement in their child’s learning at home.  

Case Studies 

Case studies - Our stories 

Family-School and Community Partnerships Bureau, 2016 
A series of Australian case studies developed to illustrate aspects of the revised Family-School 
Partnerships Framework show how family-school and community partnerships can engage and 
impact students, their families and school communities. 
 

Community Action Team: Thornbury High School Community Demonstration Project 
Case Study  

Andrew Horgan, INLLEN Partnership Broker, 2013  
This case study describes the establishment of an action team to support Indigenous student 
attendance and learning at Thornbury High School. 
 
Effective Partnerships in Practice 

Family-School and Community Partnerships Bureau, 2009 
Qualitative research on family, school and community partnerships - documents six best 
practice examples of partnership building in metropolitan secondary and primary schools. 
 

 

 

 

https://www.learningpotential.gov.au/
http://www.learningpotential.edu.au/
http://www.preschoolmatters.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/768775/Partners-in-preschool.pdf
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/about/programs/partnerships/ts8additionalneeds.pdf
https://studentwellbeinghub.edu.au/
https://studentwellbeinghub.edu.au/
http://www.det.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/807441/150897-Supporting-childrens-learning-at-home_2.pdf
https://www.education.gov.au/node/14791
http://inllen.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/Case-Study-Thornbury-School-Community-Action-Team-FINAL-2.pdf
http://inllen.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/Case-Study-Thornbury-School-Community-Action-Team-FINAL-2.pdf
http://www.familyschool.org.au/files/1614/9394/3578/Effective_Partnerships_in_Practice_2009_FSCP_Bureau.pdf
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Parents as Partners in Indigenous Children’s Learning  

Family-School and Community Partnerships Bureau, 2012 
Explores elements that build and sustain effective family-school-community partnerships with 
Aboriginal families and communities in eight Australian primary and secondary schools. 
 

Partnering for School Improvement: Case Studies of School-Community Partnerships in 
Australia  

Australian Council for Education Research, 2013 
Profiles the creative ways in which Australian schools are addressing student needs by building 
partnerships with community organisations and businesses.  
 

Partnerships for Schools, Businesses and Communities – Guiding Principles Case 
Studies 

Australian Government Department of Education and Training, 2012 
Fifteen case studies illustrating the guiding principles for good practice school-business 
relationships. 
 
Sustainable School and Community Partnerships: A Research Study  

What Works, 2013 
Ten case study reviews of schools and their Indigenous communities that implemented school 
and community partnership agreements.  

National Standards and Policy  

Australian Professional Standard for Principles and the Leadership Profiles  

Education Services Australia, 2014 
This Standard guides school leaders on their learning pathway and empowers school leaders 
across the country to develop and support teaching that maximises impact on student learning. 
 

Australian Professional Standards for Teachers  

Education Services Australia, 2011 
These Standards define the work of teachers and make explicit the elements of high-quality, 
effective teaching in 21st century schools that will improve educational outcomes for students. 
 
AS5725 Boarding Standard for Australian Schools and Residences 

Standards Australia, 2015 
This Standard provides owners, operators, managers and staff of boarding services with a 
framework in order to deliver a safe, healthy and productive environment for boarders. 
 

Belonging, Being and Becoming: The Early Years Learning Framework for Australia  

Australian Government Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations, 2009 
Framework to support early childhood educators to provide young children with opportunities to 
maximise their potential and develop a foundation for future success in learning and life. 
 

Melbourne Declaration on Educational Goals for Young Australians  

Curriculum Corporation, 2008  
The Melbourne Declaration outlines the educational goals for young Australians to assist them 
to live fulfilling, productive and responsible lives. 
 
My Time, Our Place: Framework for School Aged Care in Australia 

Australian Government Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations, 2011 
Framework to support educators to extend and enrich children’s wellbeing and development in 
outside school-hour services. 

http://familyschool.org.au/index.php/what-we-do/research/original-bureau-research/parents-partners-indigenous-childrens-learning/
http://research.acer.edu.au/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1020&context=policy_analysis_misc
http://research.acer.edu.au/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1020&context=policy_analysis_misc
https://docs.education.gov.au/documents/partnerships-schools-businesses-and-communities-guiding-principles-case-studies
https://docs.education.gov.au/documents/partnerships-schools-businesses-and-communities-guiding-principles-case-studies
http://www.whatworks.edu.au/upload/1363254474573_file_WWPartnershipsReport.pdf
http://www.aitsl.edu.au/docs/default-source/school-leadership/australian-professional-standard-for-principals-and-the-leadership-profiles.pdf?sfvrsn=8
http://www.aitsl.edu.au/docs/default-source/apst-resources/australian_professional_standard_for_teachers_final.pdf
https://infostore.saiglobal.com/store/PreviewDoc.aspx?saleItemID=2843201
https://docs.education.gov.au/system/files/doc/other/belonging_being_and_becoming_the_early_years_learning_framework_for_australia.pdf
http://www.curriculum.edu.au/verve/_resources/National_Declaration_on_the_Educational_Goals_for_Young_Australians.pdf
http://files.acecqa.gov.au/files/National-Quality-Framework-Resources-Kit/my_time_our_place_framework_for_school_age_care_in_australia.pdf
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National Quality Standard  

Australian Children’s Education and Care Quality Authority, 2013 
This Standard is a key aspect of the National Quality Framework and gives service providers 
and families a better understanding of a quality service, helping families to make informed 
decisions about education and care services for their child. 

Videos 

A School-Community Partnership 

The Smith Family, 2012 
Perspectives on an extended hub project that was designed to improve literacy, numeracy and 
student retention through community and parent partnership building. 
 

Engaging Parents, Families and Communities in Children’s Learning: A Perspective from 
Ontario  

Family-School & Community Partnership Bureau, 2012 
Hélène Gregoire provides a policy and practice perspective in the context of school reform in 
Ontario, Canada. 
 

Essential elements of family engagement policy 

Family-School & Community Partnerships Bureau, 2014 
Dr. Karen Mapp discusses the need for policy to address the systemic nature of parent 
engagement, to use the research linking family engagement to student learning and 
achievement, and to emphasise investment in family and school staff capacity-building. 
 

Family School Convenors: Driving Literacy and Numeracy Improvements through 
Disruptive Innovation and Leadership Formation 

Family-School & Community Partnerships Bureau, 2012 
Recognising the multiple settings in which learning occurs and therefore the need to go beyond 
the school gate to build relationships and social capital. 
 

Family-School Partnerships on the Ground 

Family-School Partnerships Bureau, 2012 
Hélène Gregoire outlines three programs that support parent and family engagement in learning 
to reduce inequities in student outcomes in Ontario, Canada.  
 
Illustrations of practice 

Australian Institute for Teaching and School Leadership (AITSL) provides a selection of videos 
exploring a range of issues including: 
Engaging Parents and Carers 
Community Partnerships to Improve Literacy  
Experiencing Success 

Supporting Reading at Home 

Resources to Support Parental Engagement 
High Expectations 

Yarn Meeting  

 
Linking Family Engagement to Learning: Karen Mapp’s Bold Idea for Impact 

Harvard Education, 2014 
Dr. Karen Mapp outlines the need to build capacity, skills, knowledge, and dispositions in order 
to cultivate effective family engagement. 
 

 

http://www.acecqa.gov.au/national-quality-framework/the-national-quality-standard
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wieXRSzup5U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cSCO5ZRTOgk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cSCO5ZRTOgk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FT13gSCI2iM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FT13gSCI2iM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rxK2sb94zAI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rxK2sb94zAI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=88cai4QeKtE
http://www.aitsl.edu.au/australian-professional-standards-for-teachers/illustrations-of-practice/find-by-career-stage
http://www.aitsl.edu.au/australian-professional-standards-for-teachers/illustrations-of-practice/find-by-career-stage
http://www.aitsl.edu.au/australian-professional-standards-for-teachers/illustrations-of-practice/detail?id=IOP00056
http://www.aitsl.edu.au/australian-professional-standards-for-teachers/illustrations-of-practice/detail?id=IOP00423
http://www.aitsl.edu.au/australian-professional-standards-for-teachers/illustrations-of-practice/detail?id=IOP00217
http://www.aitsl.edu.au/australian-professional-standards-for-teachers/illustrations-of-practice/detail?id=IOP00111
http://www.aitsl.edu.au/australian-professional-standards-for-teachers/illustrations-of-practice/detail?id=IOP00396
http://www.aitsl.edu.au/australian-professional-standards-for-teachers/illustrations-of-practice/detail?id=IOP00055
http://www.aitsl.edu.au/australian-professional-standards-for-teachers/illustrations-of-practice/detail?id=IOP00185
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KDPY1t8E6Cg
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Little J and Big Cuz 

Videos and resources to support Indigenous children's transition to school, and the integration 
of Indigenous perspectives into the classroom. The resources are mapped to the Early Learning 
Framework and the Australian Curriculum (Foundation - Year 2). 
 

Making the Most of Parent/Teacher Interviews 

Family-School & Community Partnership Bureau, 2014 
Getting the most out of parent-teacher interviews can be challenging in the amount of time 
available, this video gives families some helpful hints. 
 
Parent Engagement Taskforce 

Australian Government Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations, 2012 
A partnership initiative in Sydney to support and strengthen Arabic parental engagement and 
help level the playing field for students experiencing disadvantage. 
 

What Does a Successful Partnership School Look Like?  

Catholic Education Office Melbourne, 2014 
Anne Henderson presents aspects of her research, highlighting that strong family and 
community ties are a key characteristic of turnaround schools and that partnership building must 
focus on relationships and link to learning. 
 

Why Family Engagement is Important 

Family-School & Community Partnership Bureau, 2015 
This short animation describes how our world has changed over recent years and why schools 
and families need to work together to improve student learning outcomes. 

https://www.littlejandbigcuz.com.au/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=elj0hmG1Ua4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=elj0hmG1Ua4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=um4Ko0QFQhg&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BNhWOcZCnRI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AZQngu6sL2k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AZQngu6sL2k

